
Honors Americans in Crisis Paper Prompt and Prewriting 
 

In your Americans in Crisis book group, determine what topic each member will research. Your topics must relate to 
your book, yet you can extend to a more current issue, a related crisis in America or in another country, or historical 
aspects related to your book’s crisis. Your group’s goal is to present a spectrum of issues, topics, or crises related to your 
book’s crisis without redundantly researching the aspects your book provides. 

 How can some people overcome serious predicaments while others cannot? Consider the unit’s quotation by William 
James: “Most people live, whether physically, intellectually, or morally, in a very restricted circle of their potential being. 
They make use of a very small portion of their possible consciousness, and of their soul’s resources in general….Great 
emergencies and crises show us how much greater our vital resources are than we had supposed.” What are those vital 
resources? Why do we not suppose that we have them? Research answers to these questions, relative to your topic. 

REQUIREMENTS: 
Using examples and evidence from your research, write a concise exposition explaining the vital resources and the 

methods people, communities, and or countries use to deal with the either your book’s crisis, or a related topic as 
discussed above. Your evidence must include four highly qualified and well-evaluated sources to effectively illustrate your 
points, and you must include specific details to explain your subject.  

Enhance your writing by using an 1) effective fragment, 2) a form of figurative language, and 3) many concretes. 
Highlight each of these devices (several places for concretes) in each of your drafts. 

Read the rubric so you understand the expectations for this major paper. Heed the specific and illustrative content 
requirements. 

Prewriting   
(Required — If you do not do the prewriting, you will earn a zero for the entire paper grade). 
 

Prewriting 1 — Topic Identification and Category Lists 
List each group member’s name and his/her topic including your own. 
 Americans in Crisis book title: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Create three to five categories and list 10 research questions under each. One category must be vital resources. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Prewriting 2 — Note taking 
You must complete note taking by ____________________. On that date you will show your note cards to Mrs. Lawson 
who will okay them and initial here. 


