
Name: __________________________________________ 

 
Rhetorical Connection Analysis Scoring Rubric 

 
Total Points Possible: 100  
 
Conventions  
 
5 This essay has no spelling, capitalization, or word usage errors. 

4 This essay has one or two errors of the above. 
3 This essay has three or four errors of the above. 

2 This essay has five or six errors of the above. 
1 This essay has seven or eight errors of the above. 

0 This essay has nine or more errors of the above. 
 
5 This essay has clear, complete sentences, and no run-ons. 

4 This essay has one sentence error. 
3 This essay has two sentence errors. 

2 This essay has three sentence errors. 
0 This essay has four or more sentence errors. 

 
5 The writer has used apostrophes, commas, and semi-colons correctly. 

4 This essay has one punctuation error. 
3 This essay has two punctuation errors. 

2 This essay has three punctuation errors. 
1 This essay has four punctuation errors. 

0 This essay has five or more punctuation errors. 
 

5 This essay uses correct quotation punctuation and documentation. 
4 This essay has one or two quotation punctuation and documentation errors. 

3 This essay has three or four quotation punctuation and documentation errors. 
2 This essay has five or six quotation punctuation and documentation errors. 

1 This essay has seven or eight quotation punctuation and documentation errors. 
0 This essay has nine or more quotation punctuation and documentation errors. 

 
5 The writer has avoided passive voice unless necessary for description or with an unknown subject. 

4 This essay has one passive voice error. 
3 This essay has two passive voice errors. 

2 This essay has three passive voice errors. 
1 This essay has four passive voice errors. 

0 This essay has five or more passive voice errors. 
 
Elements of Style 
 
10 This essay keeps the readers interested, using a variety of words including strong nouns and vivid verbs without 

overuse of “to be” verbs instead of action verbs. The writer has correctly used rhetorical not literary terminology. 
8 This essay mostly keeps the readers interested with a preponderance of strong nouns and verbs 

4 This essay keeps the readers interested. 
0 This essay does not keep the reader interested. They are repetitious with no variety.  

 
10 This essay has a concise style, avoiding wordiness by using the fewest, strongest and most necessary words. 

8 This essay mostly has a concise style, avoiding wordiness.  
4 This essay is somewhat concise with some wordiness. 

0 This essay is wordy, lacking conciseness.  
 
 

You must have all 
components of writing 
process as listed below, or 
you will earn a zero. 
 
� Prewriting:   
 

� Outline:   
 

� Draft 1 
 

� Revising Steps 1–5 
 

� Draft 2  
 

Draft 3   
Subtotal: ______/100 
 
Revising Steps 6–10  
deduction  _______ 
 
Page requirement  
Deduction  
(2 pages  
max.) _______ 
 
This essay scored:  _________ 



Elements of Content 
 
10 This essay has strong impact. Its analysis impresses readers with a new way of viewing the science topic non-fiction 

book and causes readers to seriously think about the evaluation.  
8  This analysis impresses readers with new information or new way of viewing the science topic non-fiction 

book, and it causes readers to think about the evaluation.  
6 This essay has some impact. It does two of the three impact items listed above. 

4 This essay has little impact. It does one of the three impact items listed above.  
0 This essay has no impact.  

 
10 This essay has determined and evaluated how the book’s author made his/her ideas understandable and sought to 

influence readers. It analyzes the effectiveness of the work’s rhetorical connections amongst rhetor, audience, 
subject, and their corresponding divisions clearly and fully. When analyzing audience appeals, the writer has 
shown how ethos and pathos stem from logos.  
8  It analyzes the effectiveness of the work’s rhetorical connections. It doesn’t fulfill all criteria above though. 

6 This essay somewhat analyzes the effectiveness of the work’s rhetorical connections. It may not fulfill all 
criteria above, and it may contain some summary. 
4 This essay minimally analyzes and does not fulfill all criteria above. 

0 This essay does not clearly respond to the prompt.  
 
10 The writer has illustrated points by using appropriate quotations and by paraphrasing the author. Evidence from 

the work supports each opinion. The type of support is balanced and appropriate for the topic and purpose. The 
essay has effective evidence support. 
8 This essay has mostly effective evidence support and appropriate balance. 

6 This essay has somewhat effective evidence support.  
4 This essay has evidence support but it is not appropriate or is not balanced.  

0 This essay lacks evidence support.  
 
 
Elements of Organization 
 
5 The thesis statement is lucid and precise, offers guidelines for the content and organization, limits the topic’s 

scope, does not state the obvious, and is not vague — it establishes fluent organization. 
3 The thesis statement achieves four of the five goals stated above.  

1 The thesis statement is somewhat effective and clear. 
0 The thesis statements are not effective or clear. 

 
5 The writer has divided the essay into new paragraphs to present new ideas. The introduction and conclusion are 

evident, so readers know what they will learn in the body and realize that the essay has ended, maintaining fluent 
organization. 
3 There are some dense paragraphs that have too many ideas. OR: The introductions and conclusions are 

evident, but not clear or effective.  
1 The writer rarely divides ideas into new paragraphs.  OR: Either an introduction or conclusion is missing. 

0 This essay does not present fluent organization. 
 
5 This essay has a clear purpose, is in the appropriate mode, and demonstrate understanding of its audience. 

3 This essay is not strong in one of the areas above.  
1 This essay is not strong in two of the areas above. 

0 This essay has not established the basics of purpose, mode, and audience identification. 
 
10 This essay follows MLA standards of format including a correct Works Cited page. 

7 This essay has one to three MLA standards of format errors. 
5 This essay has four or six MLA standards of format errors. 

0 This essay does not follow MLA standards of format. 


